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New Park in District 6

Unleash the Fun
!!!

Featuring
Del Monte Park

Opening Summer 2014

A Dog Park! 

Between Bird and Lincoln

Includes 
Picnic Area, 

Play Structure, Restrooms, 

Open Space, and
 Separate Runs 

for Small & Large Dogs
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Greetings, 

Inside the latest version of the District 6 newsletter, you will find news, events, 
photos, and information of interest to San Jose residents.

Past newsletters typically contain articles I have authored about the myriad of 
challenges and opportunities that face the city of San Jose. It is my sincere 
opinion that no other councilmember has been so clear and consistent in their 
views, nor has taken the time to document their beliefs to the extent that I have 
done through my numerous writings. There are over 300 of my articles archived 
at SJDistrict6.com for you to review.

As you peruse this newsletter, you will notice something different. This edition 
emphasizes the contributions of small independent owned businesses in 
general, and more specifically, the many food establishments that make our 
community unique. Many are family run operations that reflect the diversity of 
our community, as well as the requisite passion needed to operate a small 
business. Most of all, these eateries bring us culinary joy and a welcomed 
sense of local community within the confines of our big city.
 
I hope you will patronize these establishments. If you 
know of others that should be included in a future 
edition, please show them this newsletter, and ask them 
to contact me directly at the following e-mail address: 
Pierluigi.Oliverio@SanJoseCA.gov.   I am always 
available to answer any questions you may have, and I 
will look forward to hearing your comments and 
suggestions on how we can work together to make San 
Jose an even better place to live.   

Regards,

Pierluigi Oliverio

Descriptions included in this newsletters were provided by business owners.
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Tee Nee Thai Cuisine is the only Thai restaurant serving the Greater 
Rose Garden Neighborhood.  Seating less than 49, our dining 
space is famously intimate (hence the name), but much to the 
delight of our patrons, the Thai food we serve is 
complimented with the largest selection of French and 
German Rieslings in the Bay Area, and an extensive list of 
Belgium ales produced by monasteries that predate the 
Medieval period.  Not your typical Thai 
restaurant!

2014 marks the 20th Year we've been serving 
Thai food in San Jose - we first opened House 
of Siam in the Fall of 1994.  We are truly 
grateful to all our friends in the neighborhood 
who have supported us since the fire that 
closed our restaurant on February 3, 2012.  We 
are delighted to report that reconstruction is 
now underway, and we expect to reopen in the 
Spring of 2014!  Thanks to everyone for their 
amazing support and patience.  We look 
forward to serving you again soon! 1423 The 
Alameda.  

Tee Nee Thai

Owners Todd and Somsomai Perreira with their dog Lulu 

Established in 1947, La Villa delicatessen is nestled in the heart of Willow Glen on Lincoln Ave.  La Villa 
Delicatessen was originally created by Ann and Frank Giacomelli. Before retiring, they sold the business to 
Ed and Rita Palestro. In 1988, Dave and Patty Bertucelli of Willow Glen purchased it, and are still running it 
today with the help of their children Chris and Trisha. 

La Villa is best known for their handmade ravioli, a recipe that has held true since Ann and Frank opened 
the doors in 1947. A holiday tradition for families from generation to generation, lines can be seen 
extending out the door and down the block just to pick up these delicious treats. Another very popular item 
that is exclusive to La Villa is the “Chris combo”. This sandwich is not on the menu, and the recipe is a 
secret.  It is quickly becoming as well known as the ravioli. Some other hard to find and unique menu items 
include: cucciadatti, arancini, and caponata. All are handmade, and are Patty's family recipes. 

Whenever you go into La Villa, you know that you are entering a family run establishment where the faces 
behind the counter are always the same. They are there not only to serve you some fantastic eats, but will 
gladly hold a conversation with you on whatever you want to chat about.
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Known for its fine seafood, Lou’s Village has made a presence in 
San Jose for over 60 years.  Originally located on West San Carlos  
Street from 1946-2006, the property was sold in 2006 for housing.  
Owners Tim and Tom Muller have always considered Willow Glen 
home due to their family’s heritage. They re-opened the restaurant 
on Lincoln Ave in 2012.  

Their grandfather Lou Santoro was born in San Jose on April 23, 
1898. His father, Innocenzo, moved to San Jose from Tricarico, 
Italy in 1888. Lou grew up in the Italian neighborhood, 
“Goosetown”, just south of downtown San Jose. The family had a 
winery, grocery, and fruit packing business at the corner of Locust 
and Virginia.  He opened Lou’s Village with his partners, Lou Ferro 
and Paul Polizzi. When the partnership dissolved in 1951, Lou 
Santoro and his family continued to manage the restaurant.

Although the new location is only 1/7th the size of the original Lou’s  
Village, the goal remains the same: personalized service, good 
food and drink, plus a little music and dancing on Fridays.  

Check www.lousvillage.com for more information about the 
restaurant and  www.historysanjose.org/lousvillage for other fun history 
facts and stories. 

1100 Lincoln Ave., Willow Glen Fountain Piazza.  408-293-4570 
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Dolcetto Café and Market opened January 7th and is quickly 
becoming a new neighborhood gathering spot.  

Dolcetto is owned and operated by Edie Ghielmetti-Givens 
and Laura Mills who both reside in District 6.  It is located at 
the corner of Lincoln and Minnesota.
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! Recently much has been said about the next San Jose mayor becoming an “Education Mayor.” 
It is easy to make public statements that play upon parents with school-age children during an election 
year, but the fact remains that the city has absolutely no control over public schools. Zero. Zilch. Nada.
Section 1400 of the San Jose city charter lays out clearly that the city of San Jose is a separate entity, 
and that public schools govern themselves. This is different from the cities of Chicago and New York, 
where the mayor does oversee the school system.
! Residents of San Jose, however, have always had a say in their public schools. They elect local 
school board trustees who directly govern their respective school districts, and I have the utmost 
confidence that the trustees not only do the job that is expected of them, but do it well.
Residents also have the opportunity to financially augment their neighborhood schools, and have done 
so with the passage of a plethora of school bonds and parcel taxes. And keep in mind that public 
schools already receive the lion’s share of property tax remittances (five times the rate the city of San 
Jose receives).
! I care about our schools and have a personal connection to this issue, as I actually attended 
San Jose K-12 public schools. My teachers were hired by the school district, not the city. Textbooks 
were state approved, and discipline was handled by principals, not the police. Many of my classmates 
went directly to UC and CSU colleges.
! What they had in common was personal motivation, excellent preparation, and in many cases, 
parental involvement — not the interference of the city’s mayor.
I had many wonderful teachers while I was a student, and both of my parents were public educators 
themselves. Perhaps either or both of these reasons contributed to my motivation to enter the teaching 
field. I obtained my teaching credential at San Jose State University, and completed my classroom 
instruction in San Jose public schools.
! Some of my former students now pursue professional careers in fields such as dentistry, 
engineering, business and education. Good things do, indeed, happen in San Jose public schools, and 
I have witnessed much of this goodness first hand.
! Often times, governmental organizations interject themselves into issues that are not within their 
jurisdiction, in an attempt to be all things to all people.
This may take the form of a city or county debating foreign policy, or Sacramento meddling in local 
affairs. In a similar fashion, while an English teacher could theoretically teach mathematics, one could 
easily argue that students are better served by an instructor who is showcasing his or her core 
competency.
! It is my belief that we as a city should focus on what is actually under our legitimate and direct 
control. Whoever the next mayor is, he or she will have major challenges in dealing with issues that are 
directly under the domain of the city, such as law enforcement, roads, land use and budgeting.
! What we do not need right now is further distraction from providing core city services by the 
efforts of some to muscle our way into other levels of government. The simple fact is there is not 
enough money to cover the current city obligations, never mind take on new responsibilities that are 
not in the city charter.

Op-EdEducation mayor?
San Jose should focus on city responsibilities
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Opened in August 2012 with 30 employees, the Table is 
an urban neighborhood restaurant focused on seasonal 
ingredients, hand-crafted cocktails, and progressive 
wines. The name “the Table” is derived from the 
recognition that a table has a unique ability to bring 
together delicious food, fun drinks and good people. 
As general manger and partner, Brian Nicholas and his 
staff are dedicated to providing the best quality service 
and food that are farm-fresh and free of manipulation.  
Owner, Jim Stump, and the investors of the Table who 
live in the Willow Glen neighborhood, are very grateful 
for the generous support from residents that have made 
the restaurant such a success.  The Table is located at 
1110 Willow Street - www.theTableSJ.com

Tomato Thyme first opened its doors in January 2003, and since then has 
grown to be a local success. Tomato Thyme prides itself on the warmth and 
courteous service that the staff provides to their guests, which has translated 
to years of customer loyalty. Tomato Thyme has about 50 employees year 
round, and the majority of them have been employed since the restaurant’s 
opening. The restaurant prides itself on being a family business, and the 
owners’ son is managing the restaurant.
Although owners Holly and John Smith don’t reside in District 6, the couple 
has a special place in their heart for Willow Glen. After operating pizza 
restaurants in other cities such as Fremont, Los Gatos, Sunnyvale, and 
Campbell, Willow Glen of San Jose is by far the best community due to the 
supportive customers and residents. Tomato Thyme is located at 1560 
Hamilton Ave. - www.tomato-thyme.com
Holly and John also recently opened the Dry Creek Grill on Hamilton which is 
being managed by local legend, Michael Lowney.

New outdoor dining will open Summer 2014!
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'No' Vote was an effort to save millions for San Jose:
The front-page article about "reuse" staffing at community centers in the 
Dec. 13 issue of the The Resident, indicated that I was the only vote 
opposed to the return of the facilities being run by the city.

However, the article did not explain the cost savings we are walking 
away from by doing this, and thus why I voted no.

“Reuse” has allowed the city of San Jose to keep community 
centers open to the public by partnering with nonprofits that 
provide services onsite. Partnering with organizations such as 
the Boys & Girls club saves the city approximately $5 million a 
year. This cost savings can be allocated to city services like police and 
libraries. If we go back to business as usual, with city staff running these centers and 
removing the nonprofits, it would require a reduction in spending by approximately $5 million 
from core city services.

The City Council is constantly faced with policy decisions that have a future and direct 
impact on the budget. I consistently vote in a manner that saves money, thus allowing the 
opportunity to prioritize police, since law enforcement services cannot be duplicated by a 
nonprofit.

The current county policy, which shields illegal 
immigrants who commit violent crimes, defies 
common sense. When the federal government 
wishes to detain and potentially deport violent 
criminals, local government should not stand in 
the way. Rather than protecting violent criminals, 
we should focus on preventing heinous crimes 
such as the tragic murder of Martha Casillas 

(Mother of two) who was viciously stabbed to death by a foreign national. We 
should work with our federal counterparts in anyway necessary to ensure the 
safety of our residents first and foremost.

Santa Clara County policy puts residents at risk:

Letters to the Editor - 
from Councilmember Pierluigi Oliverio
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Although Vin Santo Ristorante was established in 2001, the 
restaurant was taken over by Umberto Pala and Renee Lewis in 
September 2007.  Since then, with 12 employees, Umberto used 
his training, experience, and expertise as Executive Chefs at 
several leading California restaurants to bring a unique style to 
authentic Italian plates served at Vin Santo.  “Providing the freshest, 
highest quality food, service an ambiance” are Umberto’s primary 
objectives.

Born and raised in Bergamo, Italy, Umberto and his wife Sharlene 
now reside in the Willow Glen neighborhood.  The couple love 
Willow Glen due to the strong sense of community and commitment 
residents have in creating a successful downtown by supporting 
their local businesses.  Vin Santo Ristorante is located at 
1346 Lincoln Ave.  - www.vin-santo.com

The Rizo Family first opened Bill’s Café in Willow Glen in 1977. 
Since then, The Zafiris Family has expanded its family owned 
and operated business to four other locations within San José, 
and two of them are also located within Council District 6: Bill’s 
Café on The Alameda, and another Bill’s near the San José 
Municipal Rose Garden. 

Bill’s Café has approximately 125 dedicated, friendly employees 
that help Bill’s Café be recognized as one of the friendliest 
places to eat in San José.

All Bill’s Café locations are open from 7am-3pm and serve 
Breakfast and Lunch. www.BillsCafe.com

District 6 Locations:

Rose Garden
302 N. Bascom Ave.

Willow Glen
1115 Willow Street

Newhall
2089 The Alameda
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The night before Thanksgiving, I attended the 150th Anniversary dinner for San Jose High.  Who would have 
thought that evening, I would enjoy the most fascinating discussion with someone I had never met. I skipped 
the cocktail hour in order to sit down early and enjoy the San Jose High alumni band. I selected a chair seated 
next to an older gentleman.  We exchanged introductions, and found out his name was Ephraim, which is the 
same name as my childhood friend.  Through our discussion, I discovered that Ephraim graduated from San 
Jose High in 1927. Why yes, that makes him 102 years old! Ephraim is not only the oldest living alumnus from 
San Jose High, but also the most senior surviving member from his graduating class at Stanford University. 
He shared with me that he voluntarily enlisted in the military the day after the attack on Pearl Harbor, and 
served as an army doctor. After the war, he spent over 50 years teaching at UCSF medical school. He was 
happily married to the same woman for over 70 years.
Our conversation was more or less an oral history of San Jose. He remembered being present at Saint James 
Park during the lynching of the Brooke Hart kidnappers in the 30’s. His memory was that people were happy 
about the vigilante justice, and that the accused men were let loose by the police that evening into the mob.  
He told me of the trolleys that used to roll down The Alameda.  These same trolley tracks were recently 
unearthed along The Alameda during construction the of new street medians for trees. He also shared that he 
would take the train to go to Santa Cruz, which seems much more civilized than driving over winding highway 
17. He was able to recall a great amount of detail, like memories of a great Mexican restaurant on Santa Clara 
and Market, and the original Chinatown adjacent to present day Japantown. 
Ephraim remembered when the original San Jose synagogue, Bickur Cholim, burned down, and how his father, 
who owned a pawnshop on Market and Post, raised money to help rebuild the temple. The temple has since 
moved to the College Park neighborhood and is now called Temple Emanu-El. 
I asked him if he had any secrets about living to 102, and he said it is all about your parents (meaning 
genetics). He ate anything he wanted over his life (I witnessed him doubling up on the butter for his bread 
during dinner). We touched briefly the subject of his parents, who were in San Francisco during the 1906 
earthquake and had to live in a park after their home was destroyed. He has four children who all became 
doctors, and he still drives his own car!  
He was thankful for his family, good health and the opportunity to grow up in such a great city, as well as the 
greatest country in the world. We enjoyed a fine evening, and I came away from our conversation with an 
enhanced perspective on how to be happy with what you have in the here and now.  Happy Thanksgivings to all 
of us, all year round.

My visit with EphraIm

Robert and Bettie Homer
Married 66 years

Wedding Anniversaries

Italo & Matilde Oliverio
Married 50 years

George & Melinda Dobbs 
Married 50 years
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Janet and David Berg
Married 50 years!

Jack & Sally 
Stallard

Married 50 years! Nick and Tina Gervase
Married 50 years!

Vic and Florence Bertoldo
Married 66 years!

Col.Charles & 
Betty Slater

Married 59 years

Bill & Claire Ribble
Married 50 years 

Charley & Jean Anne 
Luckhardt

Married 56 years

Charlie & Jo Orr
Married 63 years

Wedding Anniversaries

Chuck & Ingela Butters
Married 52 years!

John & Marge Valente
Married 72 years!
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Married 50 years!
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June Tran opened Crema Coffee Roasting Company in 
August 2007 with the vision to provide a friendly, 
neighborhood gathering place.  After  six years, Crema 
delivers with house roasted coffee beans which they use in their 
extensive menu of coffee drinks.  You will also find the delicious 
breakfast burrito, as well as many tasty sandwiches, including the 
ever-popular “Bánh mì”.  Save room for desert with their huge gelato 
selection.

On any given day, you will find students, business people, and 
neighbors enjoying a beverage, or snack while taking advantage of Crema’s free 
Wi-Fi.  It is not uncommon to see small meetings held around the coffee table, 
and the outside patio is popular with dog walkers.  Many students find the 
atmosphere at Crema quite conducive to writing that paper, or studying.  The 
walls showcase local artists, giving the space a great vibe. 

June knows the value of community and have supported many neighborhood 
non-profits, including the Friends of the San Jose Rose Garden and the Rose 
White and Blue Parade.

So make Crema your neighborhood spot.  
Crema Coffee Roasting Company is located at 950 The Alameda.
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In 2003, local bakery, café and flower shop, Flower Flour was established 
by San Jose resident and owner Mimi Brown. The venue has become 
known for its delectable French pastries, artisan coffee drinks, and luscious 
flower arrangements.  

“The ambience is always seasonally charming and quaint,” describes 
Brown.  “As the name Flower Flour suggests, we create beautiful flower 
arrangements and tablescapes for sale at our French bakery and café.”  
 
In addition to the remarkable 
pastries, coffee drinks, and flower 
arrangements, Flower Flour also 
offers organically grown vegetables, 
perfect for big bowl salads and 
soups.  These vegetables are grown 
at their sister store, Napa Farmhouse 
Inn, a three acre bed and breakfast 
with a kitchen garden located in St. 
Helena.

If you find yourself pining for some 
remarkable pastries and coffee, or 
perhaps some fresh flower 
arrangements or organic vegetables, 
stop by Flower Flour.  896 Willow Street.  www.Flower-Flour.com

������������
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December 20, 2013 - Carol Rosen: Correspondent 

In a tight vote, city council 
members turned down a 
rezoning application 
allowing a new single family 
home to be built behind an 
existing home on a large 
parcel on the south side of 
Minnesota Avenue, 180 feet 
west of Lupton Avenue in 
Willow Glen.

While the applicants 
received recommendations 
from both the Planning 
Commission and from the 
director of Planning, the council voted 6-5 against 
the rezoning plan. Those against the plan were 
Mayor Chuck Reed, Ash Kalra, Pierluigi Oliverio, 
Madison Nguyen, Don Rocha and Johnny Khamis.

Pete Constant, Sam Liccardo, Kansen Chu, Xavier 
Campos and Rose Herrera were for the measure. 
(in favor of subdividing the lot)
 
Oliverio, who represents District 6 where the lot is 
located, expressed concern that a positive ruling 
would allow other similar properties to be 

subdivided. "We're a community 
of large lots and historic homes. 
We want to preserve the 
character of these homes on 
large lots," he said in an 
interview.

Oliverio used the example of an 
Eichler home. These homes 
were built in tracts, he said, and 
if one gets torn down and a 
different type of home is built 
next to it, it changes the 
character of the neighborhood.
 

The rezoning request was discussed at a Nov. 20 
planning commission meeting where it received a 
recommendation with only two members opposed, 
saying it might create a domino effect in the 
neighborhood.

The majority of the public speakers also were 
against the motion. Those against suggested it 
would transform the neighborhood changing the 
character of low-density historic homes and large 
lots.

Paradiso’s Italian Delicatessen is a hidden gem tucked away in the industrial 
area of Auzerais Ave, one block from the new Del Monte Dog Park opening 
Summer 2014.  The business opened on November 10, 1947. Patrons can 
find Willow Glen resident and owner Tony Paradiso serving customers and 
preparing Italian favorites with a smile.

It is a one stop place for favorites like lasagna, ravioli, meatball sandwiches, eggplant 
parmesan.  All of the food is prepared daily and is never frozen. 

Whether you are craving a little taste of Italy, or in the mood for a hot or cold meal, Paradiso’s 
has something everyone, including a mini grocery store to browse through as you wait for 
your order. 

In a rush? Not a problem.  Paradiso’s also has a weekly steam table lunch special from 
11AM-3 PM on weekdays and 11AM-2 PM on Saturdays.  Ample parking is available in front 
and across from the restaurant. 

Paradiso’s

We're a community of 
large lots and historic 
homes. We want to 
preserve the character 
of these homes on 
large lots

“

” - Councilmember Pierluigi Oliverio
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Valle Monte League. is  an ALL-VOLUNTEER non-profit organization of 
180 women whose mission is “to help provide and promote better mental 
health within the community through licensed agencies.” They successfully 
operate without an office and with no paid administrator. Their annual 
fundraiser is Christmas Tree Elegance from which all net proceeds  are 
distributed to these licensed mental health agencies:

Family & Children Services provides professional counseling treatment 
programs, prevention programs, workshops and training sessions to 
everyone regardless of ability to pay. It is the oldest mental health facility of 
its type in our South Bay area community. Supported since 1954. 

John XXIII Multi-Service Center serves low-income seniors regardless of 
race, creed, color or national origin and at no cost to its clients. Its 
programs focus on counseling for depression, isolation, anxiety and family 
problems as well as medication management. It also offers hot meals, 
health screenings, wellness education and social and recreational 
activities. Supported since 1971. 

The Healing Heart Program offers children and adolescents who are facing loss a compassionate 
environment where they can freely express their feelings and learn positive coping strategies. 

The Centre for Living with Dying offers volunteer counseling services to those facing life-threatening 
illnesses and who are affected by the approaching or actual death of a loved one. Supported since 1972.

Alzheimer’s Activity Center is an adult day program for those who suffer from Alzheimer’s disease. It 
offers assistance with activities of daily living, health monitoring, support groups and education. 
Therapeutic activities and socialization programs are offered in a protective, caring and cheerful 
environment where the clients are treated with respect and concern. Supported since 1986.

Services for Brain Injury assists adults and children with brain injury in reaching their highest level of 
independence through accessible services, family and caregiver support, community awareness and 
prevention of brain injuries. Supported since 2009. 

Over the years, Valle Monte League has raised more than $9.0 million toward fulfilling their mission. The 
focus of their Christmas Tree Elegance, now in its 46th year, is  the beautifully decorated Christmas 
Trees  designed by professionals that are given away, via donation drawing. Their 2013 president was 
Adrianna Citti Glascott and their 2014 president is Barbara Weingarten who both proudly reside in 
District 6.

Councilmember Oliverio chose the Valle Monte League as the District 6 Community Honorees at the 
2014 State of the City address. Past honorees include: Our City Forest (2008), Friends of the San Jose 
Rose Garden (2009), The Lincoln High Foundation (2010), The Junior League (2011), The Willow Glen 
High School and Middle School Foundation (2012), The Rotary Club of San Jose (2013). To join or help 
their their mission go to www.vallemonte.org

District'6'Community'Honorees
Valle%Monte%League'
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Valle%Monte%League
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Pictured above in alphabetical order:
Sally Allen, Carolyn Anderson, Sarah Armstrong, Joan Arzino, Janet Barone, Linda Bishop, 
Ingela Butters, Nicole Candelaria, Hildy Charboneau, Gina Comes, Lisa Conover, Linda Conover, 
Lucy Crawford, Luanna Crotteau, Lorrie Cuthbert, Cathy De Maria, Cindy Dominguez, Lori Duggan, 
Ruby Foote, Kathie Fox, Loretta Gambill, Carol Garnett, Adrianna Glascott, Anita Goble, 
Lillian Gong-Guy, Heather Goodman, Peej Gulizia, Michelle Hammack, Jo Harmon, Liza Jensen, 
Eve Jones, Lynne Keast, Jennifer Lupo, Claire Martell, Renee Mendoza, Pam Minnis, Janice Miyatake, 
Jill Muller, Paula Negendank, Anne Noller, Rosie Olson, Pam Peterson, Linda Pfahnl, Wanda Pollack, 
Wanda Pollack, Joyce Raney, Shirlee DiNapoli Schiro, Noelle Shahin, Sherry Shepardson, 
Dr. Diane Strachowski, Marilyn Taketa, Sara Tavernise, Heidi Thomas, Ginger Turnbull, Dianna Tuyor, 
Nancy Weeks. 
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Antonella’s is Italian food at it’s best! 

Garlic Mozzarella bread, Chicken 
Milano, Pesto Fettuccini with 
Chicken, and Spaghetti with Meatballs 
are just a few of the great things one 
can find at Antonella’s. “At Antonella’s 
we make everything from scratch, breads are 
baked daily, and soups and sauces are made from house-made 
stock. We do not use pre-made bases”, said owner Lyle Koch. 

Lyle Koch, a resident of San Jose, opened Antonella’s twelve 
years ago on September 11, 2001, the same day our nation was 
faced with sadness. 

Antonella’s is staffed by Mr. Koch and 12 others, but has “no 
official manager”.

Mr. Koch would like to thank, “his staff and all his loyal customers for making Antonella’s the premier 
restaurant in the Rose Garden”.  Antonella’s is located at 1701 Park Ave. - 
www.antonellasristorante.com

Antonella’s 
Ristorante

Andrea and Rosa Zanotto emigrated 
from Italy in 1955, and opened their first store 
in San Jose’s Rose Garden Neighborhood in 
1962.  There are approximately 17 family 
members working at Zanotto’s, which truly 
makes it a “Family Market”. They employ 
160 workers, and over the decades, many 

young students got their first job at Zanotto’s.

 While Zannoto’s is a full service grocery store, 
a very popular feature is its sandwich and 

extensive deli department.  Here, you can get gourmet sandwiches prepared with the 
freshest ingredients. You will find “grab and go meals”, paninis, soups, desserts, grilled vegetables, hand rolled 
sushi and a fresh salad bar.   There are outdoor seating areas to enjoy your meal.  

Not to be missed is the extensive fresh meat and seafood section, where you can order pre-made holiday 
meals like their famous prime rib dinners.  

But wait, there’s more!  Zanotto’s hosts month wine dinner events which frequently sell out.  

It’s not uncommon to see your neighbors in the aisles shopping. It is truly a “Family Market”.  Zanottos has two 
locations in District 6 - The Rose Garden, and Willow Glen.  www.Zanottos.com
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Just because you’re eating out, doesn’t 
mean you have to forego that home 
cooked feel. Local restaurant Opa! has 
quickly become renowned for its intimate, 
cozy environment and also for its delicious, 
freshly prepared meals.  The business is 
owned by Angelo C. Heropolous, who lives 
in Willow Glen.

Everything from the specialty entrees to the salad ingredients is home made 
daily, and put together using handwritten recipes that have been passed down 
from generation to generation. Come try the local favorites: the Moussaka or 
Greek meatloaf and the Saganaki, a flambéd, skillet cooked melted cheese.  
You’re never too far away from warmth and a taste of home.  Come and visit 
today. Opa is located at 1384 Lincoln Ave.
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The true story of how one woman started 
a movement that changed everything

“Heartfelt”
The New York Times

“Charming”
The Village Voice

“Must-See”
Daily Candy

“Eye-Opening”
The Hollywood Reporter

January 29 - 6:31PM
COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
CITY HALL
FREE PARKING

PRESENTED BY 
THE CITY OF SAN JOSE & 
COUNCILMEMBER 
PIERLUIGI OLIVERIO 

SPACES LIMITED! 
RSVP REQUIRED: 
Pierluigi.Oliverio@SanJoseCA.gov
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http://www.sjdistrict6.com
mailto:Pierluigi.Oliverio@sanjoseca.gov


Councilmember Oliverio’s Spring 2014 Newsletter        Website: www.SJDistrict6.com

UPDATE: Due 
to soil 
conditions 
found during 
construction, 
opening is delayed 
till Fall 2014.....

Special Thanks to Willow Glen 
Neighborhood Association for making 
the holiday season a bit brighter for 
Willow Glen’s “Seasoned Citizens’.  
WGNA chartered a bus to take 80 
Seniors on a trip to “Christmas in the 
Park”, and then went on 
to Los Gatos to tour the 
“Fantasy of Lights”.  
Three cheers to WGNA! 

Congratulations to 
Cory Neighborhood 
Association for the 
highest attendance at 
their neighborhood 
association meetings 
in all of District 6.

Congratulations to Dave 
Pusateri for raising $19,000 
for the “Make a Wish 
Foundation”. 

Each year Dave and his 
family lavishly decorate 
their home on Cherry Ave 
where Santa Claus visits for 
photos and consultation 
with children and their 
parents.

Gloria Schapairo has served 
as a crossing guard in front of 
Willow Glen Elementary since 
1979.

She will be retiring at the end 
of the school year.  Thank you, 
Gloria for 35 years of loyal 
service to the community.

Thank you!!!
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John’s of Willow Glen is your one-stop shop 
for a memorable night out. Whether you’re 
looking to take your family out to dinner or 
catch tonight’s game, John’s offers a little 
something for everyone. 

Parents and children alike will find a variety 
of dishes that suit their unique appetites. 
The restaurant offers a wide range of 
longstanding family recipes of Greek, Italian and American comfort 
foods. The kids will be happy, because they’ll find foods they like. 
The parents can rest at ease noting John’s affordable prices.

With ample room for all sports fanatics, John’s of Willow Glen offers a full 
size bar, and also offers a Happy Hour from 4-7 P.M., Monday through 
Saturday. Take the night off and relax with the game at John’s of Willow Glen.

Why should bacon and eggs only be served in the morning? John’s serves 
breakfast all day. 

John’s of Willow Glen was established in 1976 by the Kouretas family. It has 
been described as “One of Willow Glen’s best kept secrets”, and is noted for its 
reputation of “consistent service and affordable prices.” 

For more information, go to the web site and sign up for John’s Email list, which 
includes all kinds of special offers, events, coupons and a free birthday meal.

www.JohnsofWillowGlen.com

The Alameda is a destination for several great eateries and two 
institutions are alive and well.  

Rosie's New York Pizza (est. 1997) makes you feel like you are in the 
heart of New York City, but with the Sharks playing on TV instead of 
the Islanders!  Know for its attention for detail, the pizza is second to 

none.  They offer many pastas, sandwiches, and famous salads.  
Come in, grab a slice and a beer and watch sports, on one of their 

many television monitors.

Cafe Rosalena (est. 1994) has been voted “Best of” year after year for 
their signature salads and breakfast burritos.  Bryan and Rolsalena 
Garrett and their two kids have lived in the Rose Garden Neighborhood 
for decades, and are big supporters of local charities and the Friends of 
the San Jose Rose Garden.  The neighborhood feel of their restaurants 
is truly authentic.

The Garrett’s, along with the Robertson family, own the rights to 
distribute the famous Greenlee’s Best Cinnamon Bread.  They have 
taken what used to be a local delicacy to world-wide fame.  It’s now sold 
in 300 Costco’s, Safeway’s, and all major chain stores throughout the 
USA, Canada and Mexico.  Rosie’s New York Pizza is located at  1285 
The Alameda and Cafe Rosalena is located at 1077 The Alameda.
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Pho Wagon has been in business in Willow Glen since 
December 2011.  The first location opened in Sunnyvale in 
July 2009. When the opportunity to open a second 
restaurant came knocking, Mary and Cuong Nguyen could 
not pass on a golden opportunity.

Pho Wagon currently employs about 17 people in its 
Willow Glen location, which includes approximately 10 
part-time students.

The Nguyens have been residents of Willow Glen since 
2003. “Our decision to retire in Willow Glen and to start a 
restaurant business in Silicon Valley turned out to be a 
most fortuitous decision,” Mary describes.  “The restaurant 
offers authentic Vietnamese cuisine, which is rather unique in the Willow Glen area, given the multitude of 
Vietnamese restaurants in East San José.” 

Pho Wagon offers excellent value through a combination of delicious, healthy food, friendly service, inviting 
ambiance, and a highly convenient location. This last factor is fairly significant, given the very busy schedule 
of professionals and their families living in this area. 

The Nguyen Family has been happy with the warm response from all their loyal customers and appreciates 
their patronage. Pho Wagon is located at 1712 Meridian Ave.

When you eat at Gojo Ethiopian, you’re not just 
having a meal, you’re experiencing something 
quite special, something that most people have to 
fly thousands of miles away to enjoy. Husband 
Andu Marie and wife Tsehainesh have brought to 
the Silicon Valley the rare opportunity to receive a 
taste of Ethiopian culture. “Let us take you to 1500 
BC,” the Maries express. 

Decorated with Ethiopian paintings and furnished 
with Mesobs (finger food tables akin to the culture), 
patrons can expect nothing less than the full experience. Each dish is prepared using a 
multitude of ingredients, such as Berbere (powered red peppers with 10 different herbs 
and spices) and Kibbe (purified spiced butter).  Each entrée compliments “Tej”, also 
known as honey wine, for an authentic Ethiopian experience. 

For the perfect conclusion to each meal, the Maries suggest adding Ethiopian coffee.  
Some of the customers have said, “It is not where you eat, but what you eat.” Find your 
way to Gojo Ethiopian and come experience what you’ve been missing.  
Gojo Ethiopian is located at 1261 W. San Carlos St.

Gojo Ethiopian
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Gunther’s Restaurant and Catering opened on January 15, 
1971 at 1601 Meridian Avenue on the corner of Hamilton 
Ave.  
Owner Gunther Mayberg and his wife Kathy have been 
Willow Glen residents for 45 years, and are proud to be one 
of the last “old school” mom and pop type restaurants.
“As a family owned and operated business, we not only work 
on our business, but work in it,” says Mayberg. “Everyday we 
have the pleasure to meet new people, and have the honor 
of serving regular customers that have been coming for 
decades!” 
All of the menu items are made from scratch and the 
business strives on three core values:
1) Provide the highest quality food possible; 2) Give 
customers great service; 3) Provide generous portions.
In addition to the restaurant, full service catering for any 
occasion  is offered.  
The business currently employs 14 staff members but has up 
to 30 on-call employees when catering services are in high 
demand. Gunther’s Restaurant and Catering has been voted 
“Best Caterer in Silicon Valley” on multiple occasions by the 
readers of the Mercury News. 
The Maybergs would like to thank their customers for their 
continued support. 

PLANT 51 
VOLUNTEERS 
GET IT DONE!

About twice a month, volunteers from Plant 
51 Condominium HOA spread out in their 
community and pick-up trash, report or 
remove graffiti, and generally spruce up the 
area.  The nearby train station and Cahill 
Park create a lot of foot traffic in the area, 
and the residents recognize that a clean area promotes better community.  
It’s great to see active community associations such as Plant 51.
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Historic Roberto-Sunol Adobe to 
Become Museum

Willow Glen has an adobe that dates back to the 
time San Jose was part of Mexico! The often 
overlooked Roberto-Sunol Adobe, located at 770 
Lincoln Avenue, is about to become a first class 
museum.

On May 31, 2013, the 
owners - siblings 
John Bruzzone Jr., 
Jeanette Bruzzone, 
and Joyce Lo Franco 
-- donated the adobe, 
as well as the Laura 
Ville two-story historic 
landmark and 
grounds to the 
California Pioneers of 
Santa Clara County. 
The California 
Pioneers of Santa 
Clara County will 
create a museum for the benefit of the public. 
The adobe is a truly historic structure, as it is 
listed on the National Register of Historic Places.

“This is a unique opportunity for our community to 
enjoy a museum that will showcase the five major 
eras of our valley’s history, with all eras being 
represented in a very tangible way at the site,” 
said Judge Paul Bernal, who is also the Official 
Historian of San Jose and the president of the 
California Pioneers of Santa Clara County. “The 
story will span the Native American era, the 
Spanish era, the Mexican era, the American era, 
and the modern era. We will specifically tell the 
history of Willow Glen and what it meant to its 
occupants throughout the centuries."

In 1775-1776 Spaniard Captain Juan Bautista de 
Anza led a settlement expedition that resulted in 
the founding of Pueblo San Jose de Guadalupe. 
San Jose was the first civil settlement in 
California, and would later be California’s first 
state Capital.
Mission Santa Clara was founded in 1777, and 
what became Willow Glen was part of the 
mission lands, used for grazing sheep and raising 
pigs.

An indigenous Indian named Roberto Balermino 
was born c1782 and lived in the area of what 
would become Lincoln Avenue. Around 1836, 
Roberto Balermino built the Roberto Adobe, 

which still stands today. 
He petitioned the 
Mexican governor for a 
land grant called 
Rancho de los Coches 
(Ranch of the Pigs). He 
was granted the 2,219 
acres in 1844.

By 1844, Spaniard 
Antonio Maria Sunol 
was living upon 
Rancho de los Coches 
with his wife Maria 
Dolores Bernal and 
their children. In 1847, 
Sunol acquired the 

Rancho, and built a brick house adjoining the 
Roberto Adobe. It was the first brick house to be 
completed in Alta California. At this residence, 
which still exists on the historic site, Sunol 
entertained members of the first California 
Legislature.

In 1853, a Dalmatian sea captain named Stefano 
Splivalo purchased the Sunol home, and the 
surrounding ranch. Splivalo added a second story 
and encased the brick walls in wood siding. This 
is how the home looks today.

John Bruzzone Sr. bought the property in the 
1970s. He spent three years and $300,000 
restoring the structures to their formal glory.

On May 31, 2013, the three children of the late 
Julia and John Bruzzone Sr. sought a reliable 
historic organization to take possession of the 
property. They chose the California Pioneers of 
Santa Clara County.

The California Pioneers of Santa Clara County 
was created in 1875 in San Jose with the 
purpose of celebrating those pioneers who came 
before us. Stay tuned for a public art project 
underneath HWY 280 on Lincoln Ave next to the 
Adobe - Spring 2014.
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Founded in 1969, Race Street Seafood 
Kitchen has been serving generous 
portions of freshly prepared seafood at 
reasonable prices.  Race Street Seafood 
Kitchen shares the same building as Race 
Street Fish & Poultry, which closed in 2012. 
Through the years, the menu 
has expanded to include more than just 
fish and chips. Customers now have a 
choice of fried or grilled seafood.  Recently 
the menu has been upgraded to offer Crab 
Cakes, Grilled Lobster Tails, and jumbo 
wild Mexican Prawns. 
The management team consists of Mike 
Murphy, who has been with Seafood 
Kitchen for over 40 years, and Kevin 
Riparbelli, who is a third generation family 
member. Their staff takes pride in friendly 
and courteous customer service.  Race 
Street Seafood Kitchen is located at 247 
Race Street.

Race Street 
Seafood Kitchen

As a wonderful addition to the Willow Glen 
neighborhood, Souvlaki Greek Skewers 
opened its doors on January 31, 2012 to 
great enthusiasm and support from the 
surrounding residents. With 10 employees, 
Souvlaki Greek Skewers is a busy place 
during lunch and dinner where favorites 
such as Gyros Souvlaki, Pork Souvlaki, 
Chicken Souvlaki, and Lamb Souvlaki are 
ordered by customers. Side dish favorites 
include their Spicy Greek Feta served with 
pita bread that is made fresh daily. 

Although owner Maria Vlahopouliotis grew 
up in Willow Glen, she spent a decade 
living in Greece, and wanted to bring the 
fresh and nutritious food she grew up 
knowing and loving back to the 
neighborhood her family now calls home. 
The restaurant takes pride in providing 
customers with excellent, affordable Greek 
food made from fresh and natural 
ingredients, and locally grown produce in a 
family oriented environment.  Souvlaki 
Greek Skewers is located at 577 W. Alma 
Ave.

Souvlaki 
Greek Skewers
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Habana Cuba, established in 1994, is the only Cuban 
restaurant that’s located outside of downtown San Jose. As a 
resident of the St. Leo’s neighborhood in San Jose, owner and 
proprietor Jennifer Echeverri got started in the restaurant 
business when she bought the restaurant from its former owner 
in 2001. Since then, Habana Cuba has 
steadily evolved with its customers 
and the surrounding neighborhood 
and now has 12 employees. 

Whether for lunch or dinner, 
Habana Cuba always welcome 
new and old customers to its 
family-friendly atmosphere where 
the owner wants all her customers 
to feel comfortable and have an 
enjoyable experience. Signature 
dishes include: slow roasted pork, oxtail 
(which often sell out during lunch), and chili and sea bass. 
Many of Habana Cuba’s customers know the owner by name, 
and Jennifer always welcomes feedback from her customers 
on their food and overall experience.  Habana Cuba is located 
at 238 Race Street www.998cuba.com

Habana 
Cuba

Sam's Bar-B-Que offers a wonderful array of barbeque meats from regions 
across the country. The restaurant uses only the freshest ingredients and 
all of their meats are slow-cooked with real wood-fired smoke that locks in 
the flavor and seals in the meat's natural juices. Sam’s BBQ has been 
serving award winning BBQ for over 21 years, including slow smoked 
Rib's, chicken, brisket, pork, hand cut Bone-in Rib Eye Steaks, and 
homemade Italian Sausage.
Born and raised in Campbell, California, Sam Carlino Jr. began his food 
career at age 8, helping his father make Italian sausage in the Time Market 
meat department, and later became a journeyman meat cutter for Zanotto's 
Market. 
In 1992, father and son opened Sam's BBQ on Bascom Avenue and have 
since continued the Carlino tradition of excellence in the food industry.   
Sam’s BBQ is located at 1110 South Bascom Ave. wwwSamsBBQ.com
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Carmine Camporaso brought his knowledge of the 
restaurant industry and love for authentic Italian Cuisine 
when he re-opened Fratello in 2000 as a new owner. 
Located in the Dry Creek Shopping Center, customers can 
find a variety of classic Italian dishes, such as Polenta con 
Salsiccia, Fettuccine al Norcino, and favorite meat dishes, 
such as Polpo alla Griglia (customers can order it either 
poached or grilled), Carpacaccio Kobe beef, and Tonno 
Crudo (seared tuna).
Carmine’s family was in the restaurant business for over 35 
years in Italy.  His “fratello” (meaning brother in Italian), 
Guilio Camporaso, also helped his brother establish the 
restaurant.  It has always been an ambition of Carmine to 
venture into another county and open a restaurant of his 
own.  
Fratello prides itself is using all natural, hormone-free beef, 
pork, and poultry.  In addition, the restaurant imports all of 
its ingredients from Italy for an organic and seasonal taste 
of Italy.  Ristorante Fratello is located at 1712 Meridian. 
www.Fratello-Ristorante.com

Ristorante Fratello

Two New Art Boxes in District 6!

Fruitdale and Sherman OaksHicks and Pine
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April 11
Senior Walk
Valley Fair 

May 3
Rose Garden 
Volunteer Day

Apr 14 - 22

Passover

Apr 25
Junior 
League 

Luncheon 

May 1
SV Biz Journal

Women of 
Influence Dinner

May 3 - 4
Willow Glen
Home Tour

May 5
Library 

Documentary 
“FREE FOR ALL”

City Hall

May 7 - 15
City Council 
Budget Study 

Sessions

June 3 - 4
Graduations in 
Rose Garden

April 18 
Good 
Friday

April 20
Easter

Mar. 16
Purim

May 4
Stroke Walk
Rose Garden

June 13
Shakespeare 
in the Park 

OPENING NIGHT

Just because you’re eating out, doesn’t 
mean you have to forego that home 
cooked feel. Local restaurant Opa! has 
quickly become renowned for its intimate, 
cozy environment and also for its delicious, 
freshly prepared meals.  The business is 
owned by Angelo C. Heropolous, who lives 
in Willow Glen.

Everything from the specialty entrees to the salad ingredients is home made 
daily, and put together using handwritten recipes that have been passed down 
from generation to generation. Come try the local favorites: the Moussaka or 
Greek meatloaf and the Saganaki, a flambéd, skillet cooked melted cheese.  
You’re never too far away from warmth and a taste of home.  Come and visit 
today. Opa is located at 1384 Lincoln Ave.

Apr 26
Litter Pick-up

Volunteer 
Day 

June 7 - 8
Relay for Life
Willow Glen
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A new documentary exploring 
public libraries

May 5, 6:32pm
Council Chambers 
City Hall

The City of San Jose &
Councilmember Pierluigi Oliverio 
Presents:

RSVP: Pierluigi.Oliverio@SanJoseCA.gov

Q&A with Award Winning 
Director/Producer 
Dawn Logsdon 
will follow the film
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The$Cit($of$San$Jose$&

Councilmember$
Pierluigi$Oliverio

Shakespea
re$in$the$P

ark

Free!
Suitable$for$all$ages!

8:00pm$A$June$13,$14,$20,$21,$27,$28
7:00pm$AJune$15,$19,$22,$26,$29

Willow$StMeet$Frank$Bramhall$Park$
Amphitheater

Presents:

If$you$are$interested$in$serTing$as$a$Board$Member$of$
Shady$Shakespeare,$please$contact$me.


